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Main Topics

Rusia in Revolution; from autocracy to dictatorship 1881-1924

Challenges to the Tsarist State 1881-1906 : Nature of the regime, Economic & social
changes, opposition parties, the 1905 revolution

Tsarisms Last Choice 1906-17: The Dumas, Stolypin, impact of the war, downfall of
the Romanovs

February to October 1917: The Provisional Government & the Bolshevik coup

Holding onto and consolidating power 1918-24: Civil War, changing economic policies,
creation of soviet state

Stalin's Russia 1924-1953

Struggle for power: making of the new vozd 1924-29, personalities & policies
Transforming the soviet union: collectivisation of agriculture & its social & economic
impact, 5 year plans, changing social policies

Persecution and control: origins & course of purges, culture & the arts in the service of
totalitarian regime

Making of a superpower: The Great Patriotic War, devastation, war production, victory
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The Orthodox Church

The Orthodox church

Surrounded by mysticism & superstition
Holy men (Startsy) held in special regard.

chosen representative
-> Hence many peasants thought of Tsar as 'little father' special protector.
There was a big gap between poor parish priests and rich bishops & higher clergy.

Closely linked to Tsar & way of ruling. Taught that Tsar also head of the church, Gods
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Konstantin Pobedonostsev

Was the Governments leading official on religious policy

Procurator of the synod - leads all orthodox churches.

Tutor to both Nicholas Il and Alexander Ill when they were children. Had an anti-semitic
influence, made them oppose democracy.

Leading thinker of Russian Conservatism, opponent of political change, supported
autocracy
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Alexander Il

Had made it known that didnt approve of fathers modernising policies. Launched russia
on return to conservatism.

Russofication - Wanted a Russian community, everyone to speak Russian, all other
languages forbidden in schools

Poland and other baltic lands were affected by this.

Financial Repression - Increased taxes/tariffs

Tried to reach positive trade balance to encourage trade with foreign countries.
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Kadets

The Liberal Constitutional Democratic Party, led by Pavel Miliukov
Largest of the liberal parties, most outspoken critics of Tsarist system

Policies - Basic rights of citizens

All citizens equal before law, all class distinctions & limitations of personal and property
rights should be revoked

Every citizien guaranteed freedom of religion

Freedom of the press

Right to organise unions or societies without permission

Main supporters:

» Educated professionals, low level white collar workers, petty traders, artisans, shop
clerks & some workers and peasants.
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Social Revolutionaries

Appealed mainly to peasants, because of 'land socialisation’ - the transfer of land from private
to public ownership.

Opposed the Tsarist regime, wanted to bring all parts of society together. This was because the
Tsars believed that the lower classes deserved to be repressed after what happened to Alexander
Il. However social revolutionaries believed everyone deserved equal opportunities.

The party was made up of different parts, the democratic socialists and the agrarian socialists.
Agrarian = agricultural, and democratic meaning people having a right to say how the country is run.
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Mensheviks

* Formed minority of Social Democrat party.

* Wanted to make their movement less elitist than Bolsheviks in belief it would attract
workers & peasants.

* Less disciplined approach to the revolution than Lenin had proposed. However approach
was more open and initially got them more support than Bolsheviks.

» Slogan used by Mensheviks to attract supports: "Eight hours work, eights hours pay,
eights hours sleep and eight bob pay"

» Skilled philosophers but failed to carry things out even at a basic level.

» Often disagreements within the party.
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Why the Tsar survived the 1905 revolution

« Different classes did not unite to fight Tsar. so could be dealt with one group at a time.

 Army remained loyal to tsar, were promised better pay and conditions.

» Tsar issued October Manifesto promising a parliamet and civil rights, gave many people
what they wanted so stopped demonstrating, split groups, made easier for Tsar to regain
control

* Russo-Japanese war ended in Sep 1905 - allowed Tsar to bring troops back to European
Russia and use them to put down riots

» Tsarused brutal force to bring Russia back under control, sent out troops to crush workers
peasants and nationalities who still opposed him.
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The Dumas

* Atend of 1905 Tsar gave in to demands of parliament (Duma) elected by the people.
But could not pass laws, appoint ministers and could not control finance in important
areas eg. defence. Tsar could dissolve it whenever he wished. Elections favoured nobels.

* However the first two Dumas were very radical, demanded more power and
rights for ordinary people freedom to strike, free education, more land given to peasants.
Tsar dissolved both dumas after a few weeks,

* 3rd Duma 1907-1912 Stolypin changed way members were elected to favour gentry
& urban rich more-> more conservative. Even so were still critical of gov, some good
measures passed on matters to do with army navy and accident insurance for workers.

* 4th Duma 1912-14 achieved little before war was declared,but atleast Tsar starting
to work with it.
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Why did Russia enter the first world war?

Short Term

* Franco-Russian convention signed 1892- to avoid isolation Russia turned to France.
Agreed each partner promised to give military support to other should they go to war with
Germany.

» Assasination of arch-duke ferdinand - In 1914 heir to Austro-Hungarian throne assasinated
by Serbian nationalists. Austro-Hungary declared war on Serbia -> Russia forced to enter
war to protect Serbia.

» Triple Entente - In 1907 Britain joined alliance between Russia and France. Agreed to
stand together if 1 threatened. Two major powers falling into 2 sides: Russia France Britain
& Germany Austro-Hungary Turkey.

Long Term

» United Germany - Under Wilhelm 11, adopted more aggresive form of diplomacy. Looked
to unite with Austro-Hungary to exert influence over Balkans. This frightened Russia into
looking for allies in West.

» Germanys mobiliation plans - Schlieffen Plan, the idea that in the event of Russian

mnhilicecatinn Garmanyv wniild laiinch a linhtaninna etrilke nn Eranca tn dafeat them hafare
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Petrograd, & Tsar Abdicates

» Petrograd changed from German name St Petersburg

» Crowded with war refugees and workers who had migrated to work in war industries

» Petrograd police dept reporting food shortages might cause a popular uprising.

* March 8th feminists paraded for freedom and equality, joined by striking male workers
began marching & protesting yelling 'give us bread'.

» Size of demonstration on March 8th inspired larger demonstration march 9th

» 30% city's workers marched

» March 10th most of city joined demonstration, [EilERRCISIENRNENENER

* Nicholas recieved news of demonstration believed didnt matter, sent order forbidding any
more demonstrations and assemblies. Early sunday morning march 11 posters plastered
announcing demonstrations would be dispersed & all those not back at jobs by monday
would be conscripted into military sent to front.

» Crowds tore down warnings. In afternoon military unit The Pavlovski Guard fired into group
of demonstrators. killing 40/50 wounding others.

» Soldiers in Petrograd were in 30's and 40's, draftees or reservists uhapp about indignities
suffering in military.

* Monday morning soldiers who opposed shooting civilians begain shooting officers instead,

~ffiAnAve flAA
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